　　　    International relationships

Kin Ritsunei

Today, I am going to talk about how to do well with international relationships. In the global age, many foreigners come to Japan, not only for travelling, but also working in Japan. They become important members of Japanese society. I’m a student from China, by the way. The chances to communicate with foreigners have increased very much. Because of growing number of foreigners, however, how to get along with foreigners has become a big issue in Japan. I must admit there are really a lot of Japanese who like to know other cultures. Especially in Tokyo they try to talk with foreigners and get to know different cultures. But I know for a fact that there are also a few Japanese who dislike international relationships. They may be shy to talk, but it seems to me that the cultural discrimination and prejudice are increasing very fast in this country. For example, some Japanese still think Chinese people don’t separate the Garbage, or follow the traffic regulations. I think if we don’t try to know each other, or open our minds to learn different cultures, the discrimination against other cultures will never disappear.

When I first came to my Japanese high school, no students wanted to talk to me or wanted to know something about China. It seemed that they are very shy to talk to a person who is from a different country. I have seen many foreigners came to Japanese high schools or universities, and they have the same problem as mine. If they don’t take initiative to talk to Japanese students, it is really very difficult for them to make friends with the Japanese. Japanese students still seem to think if they don’t go abroad, international relationships will not be very important for them. But you should know globalization is coming. Especially, the Japanese government is trying to invite more foreign travelers, and also encourages foreign investments to recover from the depressed economy. In such a situation, you can never neglect international relationships. Solving the discrimination and prejudice problem can help us know better about the international relationships.

 Well, does anyone know how to get rid of discrimination and prejudice? Most people appear to think they can get a lot of information from the media. Sometimes the media certainly help us know the world very much, but it doesn’t necessarily mean the media always give us correct information. The media always try to have a bigger audience, and tend to place extra impacts. In fact, many things won’t happen in line with what the media says. In my limited experiences, before I came to Japan, many people in China didn’t know why the Japanese government still visited Yasukuni Shrine and worshiped there. The Chinese media resisted the Japanese government, so they said a lot of bad things about the Japanese government. We didn’t know the real reason they did that, we only depended on the media reports, and trusted what the media said. This is how cultural discrimination and prejudice happened. When I came to Japan, by communicating with Japanese students, I found that in the Japanese culture, no matter who did a terrible crime in the past, if they are dead, the crime also disappears. Thus, different cultures have different worldviews.

From this experience, it’s clear that we need to know different cultures, and shouldn’t depend too much on the media. If everyone bears this in mind, the discrimination against different cultures will surely disappear. I am really happy that there are more and more Chinese people who can visit Japan. They do a lot of international communication with each other. Many students like me have a chance to study in Japan, and learn Japanese culture deeply. I also know at Chuo University, many Japanese students like to study Chinese and have a plan to go to a Chinese university. Less and less people depend much on the media. They rather depend on their local contacts to know other cultures. Now I think we can rediscover our culture and try to find the connection and relationship with other cultures. If we know their interrelationship, the discrimination against different cultures will disappear, and I’m confident we will have much better international communication. 

Do you agree?
The economic strategy makes the Earth connected
                                            　　       Kana Kuramochi

The other day I watched a TV program in the title, ”if there were only 100 people in the world, …” in my class. The program said if there were only 100 people in the world, the number of people who have food in their refrigerators and have some clothes would be 25. The number of people who have money in their wallets would be 8. And the number of people who can go to the university would be only 1. There are naturally all kinds of people in the world. We have meals, go to schools, go shopping and go to bed under the roof taking things for granted. But have you ever thought how happy you have been?

Now you can find McDonald’s and Starbucks all over the world. The reason for their popularity is that they provide commodities less expensive to their customers. Well then, why can they do that? A big reason is that laborers in developing countries like Africa grow wheat for hamburgers of McDonald’s and coffee beans for Starbucks at low wages which is not fair for their work. Thanks to them, we are able to purchase these commodities so cheaply…  In fact, I myself often use McDonald’s and Starbucks for the same reason. But on second thought, it’s easy for us to pick up bad effects in this issue. This is called “economic gap”. Today, on one hand, there are many people without any food for the day throughout the world, but on the other hand, we even throw away our leftovers. How do we improve such a situation between developed and developing countries?

First, the money spent for improving things exclusive for developed countries had better be spent for food in developing countries. Let me give you one example. Some time ago, iPad started to sell in Japan. This tablet computer looks like taking over iPod and iPhone. Can’t we just keep using the iPod and iPhone? The same can be said for the new models of cell phones. Existing cell phones are already so useful that it’s not clever to release newer models, as far as I am concerned. I can understand the situation where makers of these electronic equipments need to survive in their field, and therefore they have to invent new models one after another. But if we take a wider view of the world, helping people in developing countries is far more important than producing new electronic devices. So let me propose that these companies all over the world should talk about this, study and cooperate together.

Second, when we think of any food aid for developing countries, we should also coach them how to grow food. If food is always given, the status of developing countries depending on developed countries will not change. So, we should initiate people in developing countries into growing their food by themselves.

Third, although this is most important and difficult, we should understand their working conditions in developing countries to grow our food by physically visiting the actual workplaces. I, myself, haven’t visited them and therefore I cannot say anything special today. But I am sure if we visit and meet people there, we would be able to have the sense of responsibility that we should consider this issue very seriously.

Though we are all different in many ways, we live on the same planet, earth. In the future, when I become a working member of the society, I wish to contact more closely with people around the world. I want to try to think and find out what I can do while I am a student.
　　　　　        Raising Children
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Momoe Kuwahara

  What is the environment in which babies can be born? Abortions are carried out everywhere in the world including Japan. What are the reasons why people choose that means? I know there are some people getting irresponsibly pregnant. But, there must be other reasons why people cannot help choosing it. Besides, Japan has a problem of declining population of children. Japan’s birth rate hardly compares with that of other countries. These two problems must have resulted from the same factor. I have the idea that both are related with national policy and our culture. Although we are students now, we must give birth, raise children and solve these problems some day as soon as possible. Well then, let me talk about possible solutions for a moment.

  Japanese government takes countermeasures in order to improve the birth rate. For example, the law prohibits companies from dismissing women because of childbirth. In addition, the government gave families the money called “Kodomo-teate” to support raising children. However, it’s difficult to determine its effectiveness because the government doesn’t try to reduce their expenses of bringing up children. In Japan, education expenditure accounts for a major part of the expense. Because of hard educational competition in Korea and Japan, their birth rates are lower in Asia. Are there any solutions to reduce the expense? If we don’t have to pay the high expense for children, I expect more people have children without choosing abortion.

  By the way, what are the world’s environments to raise children?  America has the highest birth rate, and France the second. The common fact to these two countries is that many immigrants are accepted. Such a culture at least affects the birth rate. In France, unbelievable low educational expenditure brings the high birth rate. French parents are guaranteed by the government. From elementary school to high school, most school fees are paid by the government regardless of being a national or private school. However, there are scarcely any cram schools in France. In other words, parents must teach their children at home. As a result, I hear education gap is larger in France than in Japan. Japanese government should at least try to reduce school expenses in order to enable every child to enter the cram school.

  It’s not enough only to consider the expense of bringing up children. The environment in which we raise children is composed of facilities and cooperation of family members. However, if parents or mothers cannot afford to entrust their children to the facility or baby-sitter or cannot leave them under their grandparents’ care for some reasons, they will be under a lot of stress and that may hurt children. Bearing children as well as leaving children with a baby-sitter costs too much. It may be the first reason why women cannot choose their childbirth. In fact, there are several problems of abuse and abandoning children all over the world. Now, in Germany 3-year maternity leave is given to working women. In the United Kingdom, 52 weeks are given, and in Sweden, 390 days are given with 80 percent of the normal wage. If women could choose the country where they give birth, they would have children without worrying about their job.



What I learnt in Ireland

Ayumi Kobayashi

I woke up much earlier than usual on the day because it was the last day I stayed there in Ireland. At the beginning of March, the snow began to melt that had piled on the road, and some flowers began to come out. Then, I felt the coming of spring just a little. The warm sunlight came in through the window. I looked out, feeling the coming of cherry blossom season.

One month has passed since I came back from Ireland. “Time goes so fast”. I feel that so strongly even now. I can bring back many pleasant memories. In fact, I experienced a lot of things.

All of them are my treasures.

At a language school in Dublin I studied English for one month. All the students of different nationalities are good friends of mine now. I noticed there that the nationality has nothing to do with making friends. Students were from Italy, France, Saudi Arabia, Brazil, and some other cities. Friendship can be across the border. It’s quite true.

I learnt a lot of things there. Not only respectable English grammar　or meanings of hundreds of words, but also the importance of international understanding and communication with people. I think the latter is more important than how to pronounce “r” and “l”, or when to use the tense of “past perfect progressive”.

To understand people who have other cultures, regions, and languages is very important, as one of the members of the international society. And I really felt the importance of learning things from experiences, and making   physical actions. And there are no national borders among friends. I surely did realize the importance through my experience, of staying in Ireland.

Nothing will change without our action! If we find our dream or something we want, we should act to realize it! Don’t be afraid of making a mistake, try and try again! And do your best! There is no life without failure! You have no time to think any more! You don’t have time to say “Give me 5 more minutes”! No one can wait for you so long. Failure is a step toward success. If you can learn from your experience, that’s enough! Nothing can be your problem. The important thing is to challenge and try to learn something through your experience.

Have you ever tried to think what you want now, or what you want to be, or what your dream is? If you think so much, and you are still facing some troubles, why don’t you take an action! The only way to solve the problem is take an action! Nothing will happen without your action! But, remember you don’t miss your target. The result is not everything. The process of making an effort is important.

“I’ll do my best! I’ll survive even in the wonderland! “. That is what I said to myself before I went to Ireland. But now I just want to say, “Thank you so much” to all the people I met there.

I was sitting on the bed in my room. And I took one letter on the table. That was from an Italian friend. She gave it to me when I left Ireland. I opened an envelope thinking of lots of memories. Then, to my surprise a forget-me-not flower came out with the letter! I couldn’t imagine how much I miss Ireland but I really miss her now. I couldn’t help crying, all the more because of the wonderful present. And I felt her kindness and warmth from the letter. I said to myself, “no, I’ll never forget you, Arianna!” And I also said to myself, “I will always remember what I learnt in Ireland”.

I thank you so much.



The importance of human relations

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Yohei Kawamura

(1) What do you associate with human relations? Family? Boyfriends? Girlfriends?

(2) Since I entered Chuo University, I’ve had various relations with members of my group activity, classmates, part-time job co-workers, and, of course, ESS members. Thanks to the relations with these people, I’ve enjoyed a wonderful campus life. Human relations are quite important. But how important are they? I’d like to speak about this subject today.

(3) Do you have a friend who has a great dream? I have one. He goes to an art school in Kyoto. We were in the same class for two years when we were in high school. One day we talked about our dreams. At that time I had a dream, but I did not have a clear vision about it. I was not thinking about it as seriously as I am now. But he was different. He already had a definite dream of becoming a famous cartoonist. He also had a concrete plan to realize it. I was shocked and moved to hear that. After that, I began to think more seriously about my dream. I asked myself, “What do you really want to do in the future?”

(4) From him, I learned that it’s easy to have a dream but it’s far more important to make a lot of efforts to realize it. Without such efforts, a dream would remain a mere dream. Once you have a dream, you should try to realize it. This is what I learned from him.

(5) In my campus life, I regret to say, some students seem neither to have a dream nor try to realize it. From him I learned something important about dream. If you have a dream but have taken no action yet, I’m happy that you start to think seriously about your dream now through this relation with me. How’s that?

(6) Every one of us lives in a human network. For example, you wear clothes. Who bought them? Your parents? In that case, you are related to your parents. Well then, did you earn money in your job? Do you work alone? May be No. You might share your work with your co-workers. You are related to them, then. That’s not all. Many more people are involved. Those who make your clothes, those who sell them, those who buy what you sell, those who pay for your job — they all live in your network.

(7) We are all related to each other more or less. Some relations are invisible, to be sure, but there they are. To live is to be related to each other. Your relations are those between yourself and someone else. You choose someone, and at the same time, you are chosen. You are mutually related.

(8) Do you sometimes want to get along better with people around you? I often do. And I sometimes find it quite difficult. Don’t you? Why? Because we have to gather our courage to try to improve our relations. It may be difficult to make better relations. If we try, we may fail: we may lose our relations which we would otherwise manage to keep somehow. However, if we don’t try, we may regret. We should not be afraid of risks. We should try. If we fail, it’s OK; we can recover, or rather, we can always make our relations still better.

(9) It’s up to you what kind of relations you have. You come across someone. There appears a relation. And you can make it better. There appears a chance. And you can get it. I believe that the relation makes you change better dramatically.

Thank you for your attention.


　　　Review and rediscover Japan

  Erina Tsuyuki
“Western countries are so cool.” I guess many Japanese young people tend to think like that. Japanese people including me don’t seem to have enough pride in our own country. Our traditions gradually fade away and young people are losing interest in it.

I used to belong to SADOH club when I was a high school student. Since I’ve entered the university, I have met new friends, and had many chances to be asked “to which club did you belong in your high school days?”　They were surprised and asked me “why SADOH club?” I told them that the club rules were rather lenient, and the members were very friendly and cheerful. This is true, but I also felt a bit sad because I was giving an excuse so as to make the SADOH club seem interesting. Through the fact that I learned tea ceremony for three years, I found that the traditional Japanese cultures are wonderful enough to show off to the world. It is unique to Japan in that a man gives a friendly reception for a guest and at the same time, the guest enjoys the taste of the tea served. Am I right?

I also learned calligraphy for nine years. Through learning both tea ceremony and calligraphy, I came to understand that Japan can rightly take pride in many points. For example, Japanese people are reliable. They have tender hearts and a strong will with which a man can concentrate on one thing to the very end.

But, why now do the traditional Japanese cultures tend to be disregarded or even forgotten?

I’m sure young people are less exposed to the traditional cultures. I said I also studied calligraphy. It was when I was in elementary and junior high school. If I had not belonged to SADOH club, I wouldn’t have had a chance to learn the tea ceremony and afterwards, calligraphy. In fact, we have fewer opportunities to be exposed to different cultures in our lives.

On the other hand, according to the survey “Ranking of Japanese tourist spots to be proud to the world” answered by Japanese people, Kyoto won the first place. The second place was Aki no Miyajima in Hiroshima, famous for its Itsukushima Shrine and the third place was Nara. On the contrary, foreigners are interested in Tokyo first, followed by Kyoto, and Kanagawa, second and third respectively. Nara was ranked eighth. Despite being ranked eighth visitors to Nara increased by 27.4% in March, 2010 compared with the same period in 2009. When I saw these survey results, I recognized that Kyoto, retaining typical streets of an old town in Japan, and Nara, celebrating its 1,300th anniversary of the national capital transfer, seem to have attracted the attention in Japan as well as overseas.

Japanese people might just feel that traditional cultures are not their concern although they are proud of those. If we could get more chances to learn the traditional Japanese customs, we would be more interested in them. Review and rediscover good old Japan. And that will lead us to becoming a better country.

Thank you very much.




“Where are you from?”
Chiaki　Saito

 Where are you from? Recently, I’ve often been asked the question since I entered the university. But, I am always at a loss how to answer that question because my father used to be transferred from time to time. I was born in Kumamoto and raised in Shizuoka. Both of the prefectures are evenly important for me and set my mind at rest.

Hometown sounds pretty comfortable and brings peace of mind. I looked up the word “hometown” in a Japanese dictionary. It says; (a) old and desolate land (b) place where you were born (c) place where you lived when you were a child. In my understanding, hometown might mean the place where you were born and lived when you were a child. But, there is no end to define this word.

Well, let’s continue. What is hometown, precisely? Should there be only one hometown for each person? I think there can be several hometowns for some people. If you lived in many places, you must have some hometowns. Why do people show much interest in the hometowns of others? They give us a lot of childhood memories. They bring us back the good old days. They give us relaxation and the feeling of nostalgia. Even if we are not clear about the memories, we could recall with our five senses such as taste of food, and fragrance of flowers. 

Experiences in childhood days are of greater value than those in our adult life. Children learn and assimilate their knowledge from experiences. Accordingly, hometown is very important to build up our basic characters. Children’s personality is greatly influenced by their environment. The childhood experiences influence their outlook of life. In fact, my free and independent character grew up in a rich natural environment. It is very good for children to grow in nature. And therefore I’m hoping my child will also grow up in such an environment.

It is also important that people continue to live in their hometown. Old friends are always good friends as far as I am concerned. If you haven’t met them for a long time, you can still have friendly conversation with them. You understand each other very well, and therefore you don’t need to explain too much with each other. To share together the happy recollections of our childhood will build our basic character.

 As I moved several times in the past, I only have a few close friends. I am therefore envious of people who continue to live in the same location and have a lot of such friends since their childhood. But, even if I have a few, I’m very happy to have a person whom we trust each other. For this reason, hometown is positioned as a place of good old days for me.

Hometown implies to me not only a place but also the people involved there.

Are you with me?

“Close or distant? - Japan and Korea”
Yuki Honjo

Last spring I traveled to Korea for the first time in my life. I was surprised to see many Japanese tourists there. Much Japanese food was sold, and Japanese TV dramas were on the air. Japanese cartoons and comics were very popular among young people. Store employees were speaking very fluent Japanese.

Now, Korean TV dramas are currently riding a wave of popularity in Japan as you know quite well. They are called “hanryu” dramas. Not only young people but also middle aged women particularly are addicted to them. Many Korean singers and actors visit Japan. And please remember, in 2002, Japan and Korea jointly held the World Cup soccer games. All these give us the impression that we Japanese get along very well with Korean people.

A public opinion poll showed, however, that 80% of Koreans don’t have a sense of closeness to Japan, and 40% of Japanese have the same idea. You might think it doesn’t matter too much, but it is a serious problem because there is interdependency between Japan and Korea in the area of trading. Japan is Korea’s number-two trading partner. And Korea is Japan’s number-three trading partner. If our relationship gets worse, that will definitely have a big effect on economy.

Why don’t Koreans have a good impression of Japan? It seems to me that the difference of historical understanding is the source of trouble. One century ago, Korea was occupied by Japan. Many Koreans were persecuted and killed. After Japan was defeated in the Second World War, Korea emerged from the colonial rule. But Japanese government had kept the fact secret for a long time. And therefore we Japanese don’t know it well. Many Japanese students were not educated the fact in their history classes. The result is that some Japanese wonder why Koreans hate Japanese so much.
On the contrary in Korea, even young people have studied the history between Japan and Korea much in detail. A Korean textbook on history has fifty-one pages about the colonization by Japan, while a Japanese history textbook has only one page about it. I feel that Japanese have to study more about the history.

In Korea, however, it is said that the government encourages teaching the history distorted about colonization by Japan. They excessively stir up Anti-Japanese feeling. As a result, some Koreans seem to have misunderstanding about Japan. This is one of the issues creating the conflict.

Here is a quote by Edward Hallett Carr. He is a historian.

"My first answer therefore to the question ‘What is history?’ is that it is a continuous process of interaction between the historian and his facts, an unending dialogue between the present and the past.”

I would like to point out that the past has led to the current. I believe, to understand correct history makes us keep good relationship. We need to look from the other person's standpoint. That will surely help us to have correct historical perception. All we have to do is to get to know each other better. We have known very little each other yet.

Now I’ve got many Korean friends at my university. They are very friendly and kind to me. They teach Korean language to me very politely. I have much to thank them. We younger generations should at least build and keep good relationship as a first step. By doing this, we can deal with bigger problems. “We” have to change the future.

Thank you.
“Thanking for our everyday life”

Sana Takahashi

     Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen,

A lot of people are suffering from poverty around the world today. We are very happy because we can eat, we can drink, we can take a bath, we can go to college and study, we can play sports, and we can have a dream for the future. We tend to take our daily life as a matter of course, but it is wrong.

In the world, there are a lot of people who cannot eat every day, and they are always hungry. Why can’t they eat, then? Reasons are obvious; they are poor, and they can’t buy food, or they live on the barren land or they often have natural disasters, and they can’t cultivate the land to produce food. This is difficult for us to imagine because we can eat every day, any time we want. If we go to supermarkets or convenience stores, we see flood of food there. Then, all we have to do is to take wallet out of our pocket, and buy them.

In the world, there are a lot of people who cannot take a bath or drink even water every day. In one country suffering from a lack of water, people have to walk a long way to get water. But even if they could get water, it is not as clear as we use. Water in that place is dirty and bad for people’s health. So, there are always dangers of getting diseases from water.　 Here again, the situation is quite different from ours. If we turn on a faucet, we can have clear water like this. And what is more, there are a lot of faucets not only in your house but also in buildings, shops and even in parks. No wonder we can take a bath, and we can drink water and juice if we wish.

In the world, there are many children who cannot have dreams for their future. In one country, you find a lot of slaves, even children. They must work all day because of debts which their ancestors had made. Their children are also destined to work when they were born and until they die. They cannot play with friends or plan what they will do tomorrow. In some countries, conflicts are continuing. Children in these countries have to fight among adults as soldiers. By the way, do you have dreams in your future? We are free to have a dream. We are free to decide what we will do today or tomorrow. We can play with friends, and we could just kill time watching TV.

In the world even now, a lot of people die every day because of poverty. Seen from these views, we can notice how happy we are now, and we live in a very comfortable and good environment.

     We shouldn’t waste food. We shouldn’t waste water. Don’t forget that there are people suffering from a lack of food and water.

     Have you ever felt it’s boring to go to college? Have you ever slept in classes? Have you ever cut classes? It is not natural at all for everyone to go to college. We have to thank to be able to learn.

     “We should be grateful to everything we can do every day.” This is what I really want to say to all of you. I hope that we will cooperate with each other, and some day, all the members of this planet can live normal lives and feel happy!

Thank you very much.

     Barrier-free
                                           　　　　　　　   Machiko Takano

Do you remember what you ate last night? Can you tell others about your family? How many people are there in your family and who are they, for example?　You will probably answer “Of course, I can.” We, human beings, can remember what we’ve seen, what we’ve heard, what we’ve felt, and what we’ve done for a long period of time, sometimes lifetime. The more important the information, the longer and more clearly can keep it in mind. Therefore, we never forget about our family. However, old people cannot sometimes do what we think is easy to do.

Take the case of my grandmother. She is 85 years old and is in good health now. Since 5 or 6 years ago, she has become forgetful with age. My family thought that it was not serious and could not be avoided because it is usual that memory declines as we grow older. As a few years passed, however, her state of memory was getting worse. When she went to hospital, the doctor told us the name of her disease. She was suffering from senile dementia, a disease in which a person gradually loses his or her memory and becomes not able to remember a lot of things.

At first, my grandmother often forgot what she did a short time ago. Next, she forgot her age, how to cook and wash clothes. Now, she sometimes can’t remember her children’s and grandchildren’s names. In my childhood, my grandmother brought me up for my mother who had a fixed job. I loved and relied on my grandmother very much. Seeing her change, I’m frightened and feel so sad. She often looked like a different person. In addition, she can’t move quickly or efficiently, and so she is unable to live without our help. I want to help her and at the same time, I wish to support other people who need help like my grandmother. What should we do for the elderly? 

Japan is one of the fastest aging countries in the world. In 1950 there were 9.3 young people under 20 for one old person over 65. By 2025 it is forecast to be only 0.59. In other words, we, young people, have to support many old people. The number of people like my grandmother will continue to increase in Japan. When I walk with her, I notice there are many obstacles for her in our neighborhood, such as steep stairs, heavy doors or small steps. I think it’s important to improve our surroundings for the elderly. To find out these obstacles, we should look around from their point of view. If we can improve our surroundings as they can feel comfortable, they could make their lives more active. Furthermore, the young may be able to reduce the burden on their side.

But these improvements must be planned in a very big project that the government or each city should be involved. It will cost us a large amount of money. I insist what we can do now in order to make funds for improvements is to have much interest in politics. If we take actions from now for the future, everyone will be able to feel proud of our country in which we all want to live.

 ‘Barrier-free’ is not simply removing physical obstacles, but also removing the mental obstacles. If we can do that, then old people like my grandmother can be helped and supported.
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